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dates newsletter february 2009 

10/02/09 Princes St 18.15 Rehearsal

17/02/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

24/02/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal 

03/03/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

10/03/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal 

17/03/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

24/03/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

31/03/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

07/04/09 No Rehearsal -  Easter Break

14/04/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

21/04/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal 

28/04/09 Princes St 18:15 Extended Rehearsal until 20.45

05/05/09 Princes St 18:15 Extended Rehearsal until 20:45

Friday Venue TBC 16:00 Rehearsal 

08/05/09 19:30 English Music concert 

12/05/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

19/05/09 Princes St 18.15 Rehearsal

26/05/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

02/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal 

09/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

16/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal 

23/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

30/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsal

31/06/09 Princes St 18:15 Extended Rehearsal until 20:45

07/07/09 Princes St 18:15 Extended Rehearsal until 20:45

Friday Venue TBC 16:00 Rehearsal with orchestra

10/07/09 19:30 Baroque Discoveries concert 

Summer Break

08/09/09 Princes St 18:15 Rehearsals commence until

December 09  TBC 18.30 Carol Concert

This is just a gentle reminder that 
subscriptions are due during February 
so please do talk to Mun-Wai about this.  

As I explained briefly last week, 
regretfully NatWest have concluded that
in the current economic climate, they can
no longer offer financial support to the
choir.  Although this is a blow as ther e
has been a very long historical link wth
NatWest, it does not impact on our
singing activity for the year and we are
actively looking at other sources of 
funding and support.

As you know, Paul is making 
arrangements for people to have singing
lessons if they would l ike to and I think
this is a wonderful opportuni ty for many
of us who would l ike to do this.  
Please do let 
Lisa know if you 
would like to 
add your name 
to the l ist.

Very best wishes

It is good to see so many at 
rehearsal, both old and new faces.
For those of you who are new this
year, a very warm welcome and we
hope you enjoy singing with us.  

We began the year with a successful joint
concert with two other choirs, one of
which was the Towson University Choir
from Baltimore, and the other w as London
College of Music Chamber Choir. This was
a first f or the choir and I hope ev eryone
enjoyed it. It pr ovided us with the 
opportunity of singing in Southwark
Cathedral which is a wonderful setting for
choral singing.  Finishing on "Immortal
Bach" in rounds and in the round, was
quite an experience and I think w as much
enjoyed by choirs and audience alike.  

We now move on to the Spring concert
with Finzi and Elgar and look forward to
bringing that music to the concert
platform.

note from the chair h
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Having had the pleasure of 
working as conductor of City
Chorus for five months now, and
having enjoyed the rehearsals
and performances so far, I'd like
to share some thoughts and ideas
with you.

I bel ieve that choral singing is a 
wonderful art, and something that
everyone can (I'd say "should"!) 
participate in. It's gr eat that the City
Chorus is open to all, without audi tion,
and it's amazing that when we work
together as a team, we can create
music more beautifully than we can
individually - i t's one of those 
situations where the whole is greater
than the sum of i ts parts. This is the
great English amateur choral tradition,
of which we should be proud to be a
part. We improve by working on thr ee
levels: first ly, when we meet on
Tuesdays for our regular rehearsals;
secondly, when we practise at home
(or on the bus) r eading through the
score, listening to the learning tapes &
sound files, or singing scales and
warm-ups; and thir dly - and this is the
new departure for us this term - 
taking a few tips on individual vocal
development from a specialist singing
tutor. To help with this, City Chorus is
enabling you to receive individual (or
small group, if you want to work wi th
one or two buddies), and I hope that
everyone will take advantage of this
opportunity. How much it'l l cost is to
be worked out, but I can absolutely
guarantee that i t'l l be cheaper than
booking a teacher off your own bat,
and more convenient too. I magine for
a moment that y ou're a member of an
amateur orchestra, rather than a
choir: you'll have had to buy your own
instrument (thr ee or four figures?),

maybe insured it, and kept in stock
with extra strings/resin/mutes/reeds
etc. Now, we are proud possessors of
the greatest instrument in the world - 
our own voices. These are free, but a
litt le investment will help them to 
realise their full potential.

An area I'm particularly inter ested in is
repertoire. There are thousands of
wonderful pieces of music for choir that
we could perform. We need to choose
pieces that are good for City Chorus:
this is why the vocal placement 
sessions are so helpful for me - I can
tell exactly what voices we have and
therefore how many parts we can 
successfully sing in, and what di fficulty
of work we can tackle. But I ha ve a
personal dis-inclination to pr ogramme
the Fauré Requiem, Handel Messiah,
Vivaldi Gloria, Mozart Ave Verum, etc,
lovely as these pieces are, because
they're so widely available to listeners
and singers with other choirs. So I'm
always searching around for lesser-
known (but not 'just ly-neglected')
pieces from the past, and our Baroque
Discoveries concert will highlight some
of these. Another area we should 
pursue is building up relationships with
living composers and performing new 
compositions. And another is to 
broaden our horizons and check out
choral offerings, old and new, from
around the world, and r eally to enjoy
the experience of singing in different
languages (I'm wel l aware that our
next concert is exclusively English
music - so I must be talking about 
further in the f uture!). And I ha ven't
even started talking about 
improvisation, tours, collaborations with
artists from other disciplines, 
recordings. . . As you can see, I'm
ambitious for you. I hope that y ou are
as excited by the possibilities as I am,
and look forward to the journey 
together. Paul

We are offering two payment options:

1)  I n person, at rehearsal: Cash or
cheques are accepted. Please make
cheques payable to City Chorus.
2)  Online via PayPal; Log onto:
www.citychorus.info. Select “Members
Page” and then “Subscriptions”. Please
note that i f you are a UK taxpayer, we
will require Gift Aid f orms to be down-
loaded (or picked up at rehearsal) and
returned to the Committee for any 
subscriptions paid online. The Gift Aid
form can be found on
www.citychorus.info/10.html

Could all members who are able to pay
online, please do so. This would save
the choir committee a lot of work and
you won't be charged for postage. For
example we will charge the full 
subscription rate at £79.25 plus £0.75
postage making a total of £80.

Thank you,  Mun-Wai

It ’s that time of y ear again when we
begin collecting our subscriptions for
the year going forward. As we will
not be receiving financial support
from NatWest this year, it is extreme-
ly important that al l subscriptions are
paid on time. To that end, we wi ll be
holding our first mass subscription
payment session at the end of
Tuesday night ’s rehearsal 
(03 February 2009) and each
Tuesday rehearsal afterwards as
required. Our goal is to collect all
subscriptions by the end of February.

What does my subscription
pay for?
Subscriptions pay for the operating
costs of the choir, including conduc-
tor and accompanist rehearsal fees
as well as concert fees. Roughly, the
allocation in 2009 will be as follows:

Non-concert related
Conductor / Accompanist 
rehearsal fees   35%
Music 8%

43%
Concert related
Orchestra expenses 22%
Soloist expenses 12%
Conductor / Accompanist 
concert fees 12%
Venue expenses 11%

57%
Total 100%

How much is the subscription
and how do I pay?

Subscription fees for 2009 are as 
follows:
- Annual fees: £80 (standard); £40
(concession: pensioners, students,
unemployed)



city chorus eBay charity shop 
continued

Behind the scenes
at the Christmas
Carol Concert. 
Una, pictured here
with Natalie Gopall,
left (who, with her 
husband ) did a
fantastic job of
preparing mulled
wine for over 
400 people.  ( :£

£ charity concerts

If an i tem is not working, please describe what the issue is wi th i t.
e. Your name, email address and contact number in case we have any
other questions about the i tem.

We are planning to run the eBay auction at the end of February, so this 
information wi ll need to be received by 17 February 2009.

3) Once your item sells, the committee will contact you with the buy er's
details. Items wi ll need to be delivered within 5 working days. Items
should generally be posted using Royal Mail's Signed For service. Please
email the tr acking code for your item to enquiries@citychorus.info . 

How long will the eBay listing last for my item(s) 
and what if it doesn't sell?

Your item(s) wi ll initially be listed as an eBay auction. If , by the auction
expiry date, the i tem hasn't sold, the l isting will be modified to a "Buy It
Now" listing for 30-days. If the i tem sti ll does not sell after the 30-da y
period, the committee will donate the i tem to chari ty.

What sells on eBay?

Practically anything! We have received donations ranging from fertility 
monitors to br oken cameras as well as some musical instruments and an
assortment of personal electronic items. If y ou have any questions 
regarding your item, please email enquiries@citychorus.info or talk to
Mun-Wai.

We will be collecting donations for the next three rehearsals
(until 17 February 2009). If the auction is successful, we may
hold further ones during the rest of the year. Even if you are not
donating, do keep an eye out for the charity shop on eBay and
see if there are any items you’d like to bid for! Items will be listed
from the weekend of 28/29 February 2009.

Mun-Wai, thank you for organising this!



As a fundraising mechanism, the City Chorus Committee is opening an
online "charity shop" on eBay with products donated by members. 
This is an ideal way to kick-off a post-Christmas clearout.

How will it work?

There are two options: i f you would prefer to leave the administration to us
(eg. l isting of the i tem on eBay, arranging delivery of the i tem once it has been
sold), please look at section A; If, however, you're comfortable doing this 
yourself, please look at section B.

Section A: I'd like the committee to deal with all the administration

1) Check that the i tem you'd like to donate is on the l ist in the "What sel ls on
eBay" section.

2) Donations will be collected at rehearsal. We are planning to run the eBay
auction at the end of February, so all donated items will need to be collected
by 17 February 2009.

3) The choir committee will arrange for your item to be photogr aphed and 
listed on eBay. I n order for this to happen ef ficiently, please provide the 
following information for each item:

a. Is it New or Used?
b. I s it working or ar e there any issues with the i tem? Certain items, especially
electronics, may be broken but would possibly still sell. If an i tem is not work -
ing, please describe what the issue is with i t.
c. Your name, email address and contact number in case we have any other
questions about the item

4) Once your item sells, the committee will arrange for it to be posted.

Section B: I'm happy to deal with all the administration

1) Check that the i tem you'd like to donate is on the l ist in the "What sel ls on
eBay" section.

2) Please arrange for the f ollowing information to be emai led to 
enquiries@citychorus.info in order the i tem can be listed on eBay:

a. 3 digital photographs of each item
b. A detailed description of each item including make / model (i f relevant)
c. Is it New or Used?
d. I s it working or ar e there any issues with the i tem? Certain items, especially
electronics, may be broken but would possibly still sell. 

We're happy to report that,
in the Winter season, we
raised more than £1,000 for
charity. 

In particular, the three choir
concert at Southwark
Cathedral raised £630 for the
NSPCC while the Carol
Concert at St-Botolph-with -
out-Bishopsgate raised £300
for the Prince's Trust and
£360 for the church.

Thank you to all the helpers
who acted as stewards, 
ticket sellers, mulled wine
servers and cooks and to all
choir members who helped
to make the concert a 
sell-out!
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The Committee and choir would l ike
to thank al l those who continue to 
support the choir (come hel l or high
water!) especailly our loyal Friends
whose financial contribution make a
real difference. 

Best wishes for the New Year have
been sent to the choir f rom past 
conductors, Ian Humphris and also
from Michael Downes. 

A big welcome to all new singers. 
If y ou have any questions regarding
membership, please contact me at 
membership@citychorus.info
or visit our website
www.citychorus.info

Once you have officially signed up to
join the choir, you will receive a
weekly news e-mail, to keep you up-
to-date. Also, your names will be
added to the signing-in sheet and you
will have a security badge to collect
from reception at the beginning of
rehearsals. Please could all members
remember to leave the badges on the
desk before going home. Having said
that, I f ound mine in my coat pocket
the other day!

Members are asked to tick their
names on the signing-in sheet ( just
outside the rehearsal room). If y ou
are absent for over two weeks, you
will receive a friendly e-mail from
your voice rep, to ask i f all is ok! 
Max/Ian - reps for basses/tenors
Patti - voice rep for altos
Susan - voice rep for sopranos

Sarah

thanks

welcome


